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ADVERTISEMENT 
to the Reader f this Second Edition. 


THE original Author, from whoſe invaluable Works, 
the following Extracts have been compiled, by a ſincere 
Lover of the whole human Race, was a Perſon of ſuch 
diſtinguiſhed Talents, and ſo maſterly a Pen, as to hade been 
univerſally admired. All which, on a farther Mani feſtation 
of divine Truth, he counted but Loſs for the Excellency 
of the Knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus,” his Lord ; counting 
it but Dung, that he might win, and be found in, 
Chriſt, &c. 


On Subjects of this Nature and Importance for the Heart 
of Man, it muſt be owoned, that he became afterwards the 
moſt extenſive Reader, and as eminent a Writer, in his Time. 
And the beſt is, that what he wrote was from inward Ex- 
perience, and a faithful Practice: He wrote as he felt, and 
lived ; and lived as he wrote: Which alſo continued to the 
End of his precious and uſeful Life. 

At the advanced Age of ſeventy«five, under the moſt. 
excruciating Pain of the Stone, he took his Flight to Bliſs ; 
and the heavenly Glory opened in him, ſo that he broke forth 
into the following Exultation : | 


« Away with theſe filthy Garments !—1 feel a ſacred 
« Fire, kindled in my Soul ; which will deſtroy every Thing 
« contrary to it/elf, and burn as a Flame of divine Love to 
& all Eternity.” 

As he, by this little Piece, yet ſpeaketh; may we allo, 
dear Reader, follow him, as he followed Chriſt, and th 
arrive at the ſame deſirable Goal, and End! | 


N. B. This Piece being out of Print, the Re-publiſher 
has not only corrected ſome Faults in the Orthography and 
Punctuation ; but has taken the further Liberty of adding 
and altering a Word or two here and there in the Text; and 
alſo to ſubjoin, by Way of Note, ſome few pertinent 
Paſſages, which occurred to his Mind, from the ſame ampte 
Source with the Reſt. EE 
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ETERNAL TRUTHS. 


HE Fall of Man into the Bife and State of 


this World, is the whole Ground of bis Re- 
demption ; and a real Birth of CHRISH in 
7 the Soul, is the whole Nature of it. To 
convince Man of his Fall; as the Ground of 
his Redemption, it is not abſolutely and alone neceſſary © 
to appeal to the Hiſtory which Moſes has given of it; 
becauſe Moſes's Hiſtory of the Fall is not the moſt 
immediate and adequate Proof of it, and becauſe a 
mere hiſtorical Knowledge of the Fall would not do 
Man any real Good: Moſes has recorded the Death of 
the firſt Man, and of many of his Deſcendents ; but 
the direct Proof that Man is mortal, lies not merely 
in Moſes's Hiſtory, but in the known Nature of Man; 
and the World from which he has his Life. Thus, 
though Moſes has by divine Inſpiration recorded the 
Time and Manner of the Fall ; yet there is no more 
Occaſion to have Recourſe to his Hiſtory to prove it, in 
this Point of View, than to prove that Man is a 
ce poor, weak, vain, diſtreſſed; corrupt, depraved, 
re ſelfiſh, ſelf-tormenting, periſhing Creature; and that 
© the World is a ſad Mixture of imaginary Good, and 
© real Evil, a mere Scene of Vanity, Vexation, and 
© Miſery!” This is the known Nature and Condition 
both of Man and the World; and every Man is; in 
himſelf, an irreſiſtible Proof that he is in a fallen State. 
An Attempt, therefore, to convince Man of his Fall; 
as the Ground of his Redemption; muſt be an Attempt 
to do that, which Misfortunes, Sickneſs, Pain, and the 
Approach of Death, hath a natural Tendency to do 
namely, to convince him of the Vanity, Poverty, and 
Miſery of this Lite and * in this Wotld; _ 
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how impoſſible it is, that a Gop, who has nothing in 
himſelf but infinite Goodneſs and infinite Happineſs, 


| ſhould bring forth a Race of intelligent Creatures, that 
have neither natural Goodneſs, nor natural Happineſs. 


Man, in his firſt State, as he came forth from God, 
- muſt have been abſolutely free from all Vanity, Want, 
or Diſtreſs, of every Kind, from any Thing either 
within or without him: A God-like Perfection of 
Nature, and a painful diſtreſſed Nature, ſtand in the 
utmoſt Contrariety to one another: But Man having 
loſt his firſt divine Life in Gop,; every Thing that we 
know of Gop, and every Thing that we know of 
Man, of his Birth, his Life, and Death, is a continual 
irreſiſtible Proof that Man is in a fallen State. The 
human Infant juſt come out of the Womb, is a Picture 
of ſuch Deformity, Nakedneſs, Weakneſs, and helpleſs 
Diſtreſs, as is not to be found amongſt the home-born 
Animals of this World. 'The Chicken has its Birth 
from no Sin, and therefore, comes forth in Beauty ; it 
runs and pecks, as ſoon as its Shell is broken : The 
Calf and the Lamb go both to Play as ſoon as the Dam 
is delivered of them ; they are pleaſed with themſelves, 
and pleaſe the Eye that beholds their frolic State, and 
beauteous Clothing : Whilit the new-born Babe of a 
Woman, that is to have an upright Form; that is to 
view the Heavens, and worſhip the Gop that made it, 
lies, for Months, in groſs Ignorance, Weakneſs, and 
Impurity; as ſad a Spectacle, when he firſt breathes 
the Life of this World, as when in the Agonies of 
Death he breathes his laſt. What is all this, but the 
ſtrongeſt Proof, that Man is the only Creature that 
belongs not properly to this World, but is fallen into 
it through Sin ; and that, therefore, his Birth, in ſuch 
Diſtreſs; bears all theſe Marks of Guilt, Shame, and 
Weakneſs? (Rom. v. 12--14.) Had he been originally 
of this World, this World would have done the higheſt 
Honour to its higheſt Creature; and he muſt have 
begun his Life in greater Perfection than any other 
Animal, and brought with him a more beautiful 
Clothing than the fineſt Lilies of the Field. But 
| | | farther, 
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farther, when the human Infant has at length acquired 
Strength, and begins to act for himſelf, he ſoon becomes 
a more pitiable Object than when crying in the Cradle. 
« 'The Strength of his Life, is a mere Strength of wild 
« Paſſions; his Reaſon is Craft and ſelfiſh Subtilty ; 
„ he loves and hates only as Fleſh and Blood prompt 
« him; and Jails and Gibbets cannot keep him from 
« Theft and Murder. If he is rich, he is tormented 
„ with Pride and Ambition; if poor, with Want aud 
D Diſcontent : Be he which he will, ſooner or later, 
« difordered Paſſions, diſappointed Luits, fruitlets 
«© Labour, Pains and Sickneſs, will tear him from tlus 
4 World, in ſuch Travail as his Mother felt, when ſhe 
« brought forth the ſinful Animal.” Now all this 
Evil and Miſery are the natural and neceſſary Effects of 
his Birth in the beſtial Fleſh and Blocd of this World; 
and there is nothing in his natural State, that can put 
a Stop to it; he muft be evil and miſerable, as long as 
he has ezly the Life of this World in him. Therefore, 
the abſolute Certainty of Man's Fall, and the abſolute 
Neceſlity of a new Birth, to redeem him, are Truths of 
Fact, independently of Scripture, and plain to a 
Demonſtration. 


No Creature can come, from the Hands of Gon, 
into a State of Ignorance of any 'Thing that is proper 
to be known by it; this is as impoſſible, as for Gop to 
have an envious or evil Will, Now all right and natural 
Knowledge, in whatever Creature it is, is ſenſible, 22 
tuitive, and its own Evidence; and Opinion, Reaſoning, or 
Doubting, can only then begin, when the Creature has 
loſt its firſt right, and natural State; and is got ſome— 
where, and become Somewhat, that it cannot tell what 
to make of. Reaſoning, Doubt, and Perplexity, in 
any Creature, are the Effects of ſome Fall or Departure 
from its firſt State of Nature; and ſhew, that it wants, 
and 1s ſeeking, Something that belongs to its Nature, 
but Knows not how to come at it. The Beaſts ſeek not 
after Truth ; a plain Proof, that it has no Relation to 
them, no Suitableneſs to their Nature, nor ever belonged 
to them, Man is in . of it, in Perplexity about 
| 3 it, 
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it, cannot come at it; takes Lies to be Truth, and 
Truth to be Lies; a plain Proof, both that he has it 
not, and yet has had it; was created in it, and for it; 
tor © no Creature can ſeek for any Thing, but hat. 
% which has been loſt, and is wanted: Nor could Man 
«« form the leaſt Idea of it, but becauſe it has belonged 
to him, and ought to be his.“ 


Now ſuppoſe Man to come into the World, with this 
chief Difference from other Creatures, that he is at a 
Loſs to find out what he is, how he is to live, and what 
he is to ſeck as his chief Happineſs ; what he is to own 
of a God, of Providence, Religion, &cy ſuppoſe him 
to have Faculties that put him upon this Search, and 
no Faculties that can ſatisfy his Inquiry; what, I pray, 
can 'we ſuppoſe more miſerable in itſelf, and more 
unworthy a coop CREATOR? Therefore, if we will 
not ſuppoſe, that Gon has been good to all Creatures, 
and given every Animal its proper Light of Nature, 
except Man ; we muſt be forced to own, that Man has 


loſt the true Light and Perfection of his Nature, which 
Gov at firit gave him. 


God is, in himſelf, infinite Truth, infinite Goodneſs, 
and infinite Happineſs ; but Man, in his preſent earthly 
Birth and Life, has neither Truth, Goodneſs, nor 
1 : Therefore, his preſent State of Life could 
not be brought forth immediately by that Gop, who is 
all Truth, Goodneſs, and Happineſs. 'Thus every 
Man, that believes in a Creator infinitely perfect, is 
under a Neceflity of believing the whole Ground of 
CHRISTIAN REDEMPTION; namely, that Man has 
loit that Perfection of Life which he had at firſt from 
his Creator. 


Had not a divine Life at iir been in Man, he would 
be now at the fame Diſtance from Truth and Goodneſs, 
and as incapable of forming the leaſt Thought or Deſire 
of them, as the Beaſts of the Field; and would have 
Nothing to do, but to look to h:im/e/f, live to his earthly 
Nature, and make the moſt of this World : For this 1s 
all the Wiſdom and Goodneſs, that an earthly Nature 
| 15 
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is capable of, whether it be a Man, or a Fox. The 
Certainty of the Fact, of Man's firſt divine Life, is 
all; Nothing more need be enquired after: For on this 
Ground ſtands all his Comfort; hence it is, that in 
Faith and Hope he can look up to Gob as his Father, 
to Heaven as his native Country, and on himſelf as a 

Stranger and a Pilgrim upon Earth. | 


For it is a certain Truth, that fallen, earthly, and 
corrupt, as human Nature is, there is, in the Soul of 
every Man, Tat FIRE, Ax D Lic HT, AN D Love or 
GOD, though lodged in a State of Hiddenneſs and 
Inactivity, till Something human or divine, Diſtreſs or 
Grace, or both, diſcover its Life within us. 


We were no more created to be m the Sorrows, 
Burdens, and Anguiſh of this earthly Life, than the 
Angels were created to be in the Wrath and Darkneſs of 
Hell: It is as contrary to the Will and Goodneſs of 
Gop towards us, that we are out of Paradiſe, as it is 
contrary to the Deſigas and Goodneſs of Gop towards 
the Angels, that ſome of them are out of Heaven, 
Priſoners of Darkneſs. How abſurd and even blaſ- 
phemous would it be, to ſay, with the Church and the 
Scriptures, that “ we are Children of Wrath, and 
born in Sin,” if we had that Nature, which Gop at 
firſt gave us? What a Reproach upon Go, to ſay, 
that this World is a Valley of Miſery, a Shadow of 
Death, full of Diſorders, Sorrows, and Temptations, 
if this was an original Creation, or that State of Things 
for which Gop created us? Is it not as conſiſtent with 
the Goodneſs of Gop, to ſpeak of the Miſery and 
Diſorder that holy Angels find above, and of the 
Sorrows and Vanity of their heavenly State, as to ſpeak 
of the Miſery of Men, and the Sorrows and Vanity of 
this World, if Men and the World were in that Order, 
in which Gop at firſt had placed them? If Gop could 
make any Place poor and vain, and create any Beings 
into a State of Vanity and Vexation of Spirit, he 
might do ſo in all Places, and to all Beings. - 


« 'The Fall of Man, therefore, into the Life of this 
A4 earthly 


on 


« earthly World, is the ſole Ground of his wanting 
„the Redemption which the Goſpel offers.“ Hence 
it is, that the Goſpel has only 6ne ſimple Propoſal of 
certain Life, or certain Death, to Man: Of Life, if 
he will take the Means of entering into the Kingdom 
of Gop; of Death, if he chooſes to take up his Reſt 
in the Kingdom of this World. This is the ſimple 


Nature and ſole Drift of the Goſpel: It means no more, 
than Making known to Man, that this World, and the 


Life of it, is his Fall and Separation from Gop and 
Happineſs both here and hereafter; and that to be 
ſaved, or reſtored to Gop and Happineſs, can only be 
obtained, by Renouncing all Love and Adherence to 
the Things of this World.“ All the Precepts, 


„FThreatenings, and Doctrines of the Goſpel, mean 


« Nothing, but to drive all Earthly-mindedneſs and 
© carnal Affections out of the Soul; to call Man from 
„ the Life, Spirit, and Goods of this World, to a Life 
« of Faith and Hope, and Love, and Deſire, of a new 
40 Birth from Heaven.“ 


To embrace the Goſpel, is to enter, with all our 


Hearts, into its Terms of dying to all that is earthly, 


both within us and without us: And, on the other 


Hand, to place our Faith, and Hope, and Truſt, and 


Satisfaction, in the Things of this World, is to reject 


the Goſpel with our whole Heart, Spirit, and Strength, 
as much as any Iafdel can do, notwithſtanding we 


make ever ſo many verbal Aſſents to every Thing that 
is recorded in the New Teitament. 


This, therefore, is the one, true, eſſential Diſtinc- 
tion between the CHRISTIAN and the IN FIDEL. The 
Lifdel is a Man of this World, wholly devoted to it; 
his Hope and Faith are ſet upon it; for where our Heart 

18, 


* Hence you ſee why our Saviour, who though he had all Wiſ- 
dom, and came to be the Light of the World, is yet ſo port in his 
Inſtructions, and gives ſo ſmall a Number of Boctrines to Mankind; 
whilſt every moral Teacher writes Volunies upon every ſingle 
Virtue. -A Traveler, who has taken a wrong Road, does not want 
an Orator to diſcourſe to him on the Nature of Roads; but to be 
told, in ſhort, which is his right Way,-The ſhipwrecked Man 
wants only to get to Shore. 
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is, there, and there only, are our Hope and Faith: 
He has only ſuch a Virtue, ſuch a Goodneſs, and ſuch 
a Religion, as entirely ſuits with the Intereſts of Fleſh, 
and Blood, and keeps the Soul happy in “ the Luft of 
« the Fleſh, the Luſt of the Eye, and the Pride of Life.” 
This, and this alone, is Infidelity; a total Separation 
from God, and a Removal of all Faith and Hope from 
Him, into the Life of this World. It matters not, 
whether this Infidel be a Profeſſor of the Goſpel, a 
Diſciple of Zoroaſter, a Follower of Plato, a — a 
Turk, or an Oppoſer of the Goſpel-Hiſtory: This 
Difference of Opinions or Profeſſions, alters not the 
Matter; it is the Love of the World inſtead of God, 
that conſtitutes the whole Nature of the Infidel. 


On the other Hand, the Cbriſtian, renounces the 
World as his horrid Priſon; he dies to the Will of Fleſh 
and Blood, becauſe it is Darkneſs, Corruption, and 
Separation from Gop ; he turns from all that is earthly, 
animal, and temporal, and ſtands in a continual 'Ten- 
dency of Faith, and Hope, and Prayer to Gop, to 
have a better Nature, a better Life and Spirit, born 
again into him from above. 


Where this FAITH 7s, there is the Chriſtian, the 
„ new Creature in CHRIST, born of the Word and Spirit 
% God.” Neither Time nor Place, nor any outward 
Condition of Birth and Life, can hinder his Entrance 
into the Kingdom of Gop. But where this Faith is 
not, there is the true complete Infidel, «© % Man of 
ce the Earth,” the Unredeemed, the Rejecter of the 
Goſpel, © the Son of Perdition, that is © dead in Tre/- 
*« paſſes and Sins, without CHRIST, an Alien from 10e 
« Commonwealth of Iſrael, a Stranger to the Covenant of 
„ Promiſe, having no Hope, and without God in the 
*« World.” | ; | 


Men are apt to conſider a worldly Spirit only as an 
Infirmity, or pardonable Failure; but it is, indeed, the 
great ArosTasyY from God and the divine Life: It is 
not a Jingle Sin, but the whole Nature of all Sin; 
that leaves no Poſſibility of coming out of our fallen 

wy - A State, 
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| Life that muſt be given up, it muſt be crucified, dead and buried 
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State, till it be totally renounced with all the Strengttx 


of our Hearts, 


Our Loxp ſays, * there is but one that is good, and 
« that is Gop,” In the fame Strictneſs of Expreſſion 
it muſt be ſaid, « There is but one Life that is good, 
and that is Tae LITE or GOD anv Heaven :” 
Depart, in the leaſt Degree, from the Goodneſs of 
God, and yu depart into Evil; becauſe nothing is 

od, but his Goodneſs. Chooſe any Life, but THE 

IFE.or GOD any Heaven, and you chooſe Death; 
for Death is nothing elſe but the Loſs of Tas LITE 
or GOD. The Creatures of this World, have but 
one Life and one Good; and that is the Life of this 
World : Eternal Beings have but one Life, and one 


Good; and that is 1E LIFE or GOD. The Spirit 


of the Soul is in itſelf nothing elſe but a Spirit 


\ breathed forth from Gop, that the Life of Gop, the 


Nature of Gop, the Working of Gop, the Tempers 
of God, might be manifeſted in it. GoÞ could not 
ereate Man to have a Will of his own, and a Life of 
his own, different from the Life and Will that is in 
himſelf ; this is more impoſſible, than for a good Tree 


to bring forth corrupt Fruit: Gon can only delight in 


his own Life, his own Goodneſs, and his own Perfec- 
tions; and, therefore, cannot love, or delight, or 


dwell, in any Creatures, but where his own Goodneſs 
and Perfections are to be found: Like can only unite 


with like, Heaven with Heaven, and Hell with Hell; 
and, therefore, THE LIE oF GOD muſt be the Life 


of the Soul, if the Soul is to unite with God. Hence 


it is, that all the Religion of fallen Man, all the 
Methods of our Redemption, have only this one End, 
to take from us that ſtrange and earthly Life we have 
gotten by the Fall, and to kindle again R LITE or 
GOD AND Heaven in our Souls: Not merely to 
deliver us from that groſs and ſordid Vice called Covet- 
ouſneſs, which Heathens can condemn; but to take 
the Spirit of this World entirely from us.“ This 


* Our Life here is not that, which Gos firſt created; it is a Body 
of Sin, an Impurity in the Sight of Gop: And therefore it is a 


with 
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Blindneſs an 
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This — 5 irit is the whole Nature and Miſery 
of our Fall: It keeps our Souls in a State of Death; 
and, as long as it governs, makes it impoſſible for us to 
be © born again from Azores.” Tt is the greateſt 

K Darkneſs of our Nature, and keeps us 


in the groſſeſt Ignorance both of Heaven and Hell; for 


though they are both of them within us, yet we feel 


neither, while the Spirit of this World reigns in us. 


Light, and Truth, and the Goſpel, ſo far as they con- 
cern Eternity, are all empty Sounds to the worldly 
Spirit: His own Good, and his own Evil, govern all 


his Hopes and Fears; and, therefore, he can have no 


Religion, or be farther concerned in it, than ſo far as 
it can be ſerviceable to the Life of this World: He can 
know Nothing of Go; for he can know Nothing, feel 
Nothing, taſte Nothing, delight in Nothing, but witkr 
earthly Senſes, and after an earthly Manner. J 
natural Man,” faith the Apoſtle, “ receiver not the 
« Things of THE SPIRIT or GOD; they are Fooliſhneſs 
* unto him; He cannot know them, becauſe they are ſpiritu- 
* ally diſcerned ;”* that is, they can only be diſcerned 
by that Spirit, which he hath not: He can only con- 
template them, as Things fareign to himſelf; as ſo 

| A7 many 


with Chriſt, (Gal. l. 20. 0 24 Rom. vi. r--rr. 4 Tim. Il. 11, Ec.) 


before a Man can be relenſed fiom his Sins. This is the one-only 


. Ground of all the Shedding of Blood in Religion. Had not a Life 


and inſtrumental to the raiſing fallen Man.—But w 


foreign to the Kingdom of Gop, and utterly incapable of it, been 
ntroduced by the Fall, there had been no poſſible Room for the 
Death of any Creature, or the Pouring out of any Blood, as ſerviceable 

hen rhe Divine 
Py of our Lord Jefus Chriſt ſuffered his own N N Blood to 
be poured on the Ground, all outward Nature made full Declaration 
of its atoning and redeeming Power: The Strength of the Earth 


did quake; the Hardneſs of the Rocks was forced to ſplit; and 


long-covered Graves to give up their Dead.—A certain Frefage, that 
all that came by the Cur/e into Nature and Creature muſt give up 
its Power; that all Kinds of helliſh Mratb, hardened Malice, fie 


Pride, (ſelfiſh Wills, tormenting Envy, and earthly Paſfions, which 
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kept Men wander the Power of Satan, muſt have their Fulneſs of 
Death, and Fulneſs of a new Life, from the all- powerful, all- 
purifying Blood of the Lamns.— 

Sing, O ye Heavens, and ſhont all ye lower Parts of the Earth 
for this is ou Gop that varies not; whoſe firſt creating Lade knows 
no Change, but into a redeeming Pity towards all his fallen Creatures 


Pl. civ. 20, 31. exlv. 9, 10. 1 Cor. xv. 22. Eph. i. 10. Cob ir 2by 


compared with Heb, ii. 8. Rev. Ve 13 
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many changeable Ideas, which he receives from Books 
or Hearſay, and which become a bad Nouriſhment of 
all his natural Tempers : He is proud of his Ability to 
diſcourſe about them, and loſes all Humility, all-Love 
of God and Man, through a vain and haughty Con- 
tention for them. He ſtands at the ſame Diſtance from 
a living Perception of the Truth, as the Man, that is 
born blind, does from a living Perception of Light ; 
Light muſt firſt be the Birth of his own Life, before 
he can enter into a real Knowledge of it. 42 85 


The Meaſure of our Life, is the Meaſure of our 

« Knowledge ; and as the Spirit of our Life worketh, 
« {© the Spirit of our Underſtanding conceiveth.“ If 
our Will worketh with Gop, though our natural 
Capacity be ever ſo mean and narrow, we get a real 
Knowledge of Gor, and heavenly Truths: For every 
Thing muſt feel hat, in which it lives: But if our 
Will worketh with Satan, and the Spirit of this World, 
let our Parts be ever fo bright, our Imaginations ever 
ſo ſoaring ; yet all our /zving Knowledge can go no 
higher or deeper, than the Myſteries of Iniquity, and 
the Luſts of Fleſh and Blood. For Nothing feels, or 
taſtes, or underſtands, or likes, or diſlikes, but the 
Life that is in us; the Spirit that leads our Life, is the 
Spirit that forms our Underſtanding. 'The Mind is 
our Eye, and all the Faculties of the Mind ſee every 
Thing according to the State the Mind is in. If 
ſelfiſh Pride is the Spirit of our Life, every Thing is 
only ſeen, and known, through 7hzs Glaſs ; every Thing 
is dark, ſenſeleſs, and abſurd, to the proud Man, but 
that which brings Food to this Spirit: He underſtands 
Nothing, feels Nothing, taſtes Nothing, but as his 
Pride is made ſenſible of it, or capable of being affected 
with it. His working Will, which is the Life of his 
Soul, liveth and worketh only in the Element of Pride: 
And, therefore, what ſuits his Pride, is his only Good; 
and what contradicts his Pride, is all the Evil that he 
can feel or know; his Wit, his Parts, his Learning, 
his Advancement, his Friends, his Admirers, his Suc- 
ceſſes, his Conqueſts, all theſe are the only God and 
| Heaven 
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. Heaven that he has any /iving Perception of: He indeed 
can talk of a Scripture-God, a Scripture-Chriſt, and 
Heaven ; but theſe are only the ornamental Furniture 
of his Brain, whilſt Pride is the God of his Heart. 
We are told, that“ Gop re/feeth the Proud, and giveth 
Grace to the Humble. This is not to be underſtood, 
merely as if Gop, by an arbitrary Will, only choſe to 
deal thus with the proud and humble Man; but the 
true Ground is this, The Reſiſtance is on the Part of 
Man. Pride reſiſteth Goo, it rejecteth him, it turneth 
from him, and chooſeth to worſhip and adore Something 
__ elſe inſtead of him; whereas Humility leaveth all for 
God, falls down before him, and opens the whole 
Heart to receive him: This is the true Senſe in which 
gon reſiſteth the Proud, and giveth Grace to the Humbie.”? 
And thus it is in the true Ground of every Good and 
Evil that riſes up in us; we have neither Good nor 
Evil, but as it is the natural Effect of the Working of 
our own Will, either with, or againſt Gods. Conſider 
the State of him, whoſe working Will is under the 
Power of Wrath; he ſees, and hears, and feels, and 
underſtands, ' and talks, wholly from the Light and 
Senſe of Wrath: All his Faculties are only fo many - 
Faculties of Wrath; and he has no Senſe or Knowledge 
but what his enlightened Wrath diſcovers to him. Theſe 
Inſtances are ſufficient to ſhew, that the State of our 
Life governs the State of our Mind, and forms the 
Degree and Manner of our Underſtanding and Know- 
ledge; and that, therefore, there is no Poſſibility of 
knowing Gov and divine Truths, ill our Life is diving, 
and wholly dead to the Life and Spirit of this World. 
The Philo/ephers of old began all their Virtue, in a 
total Renunciation of the Spirit of this World: They 
aw, with the Eyes of Heaven, that Darkneſs was not 
more cantrary to Light, than the Wiſdom of this 
World was contrary to the Spirit of Virtue ; therefore, 
they allowed of no Progrefs in Virtue, but ſo far as a 
Man had overcome himſelf, and the Spirit of this 
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Wiſdom. But the Doctrine of Tus Cross or CHATST, 
the laſt, the higheſt, the finiſhing Stroke given to the 
- Spirit of this World, which ſpeaks more in one Word 
than all the Philoſophy of voluminous Writers ; is yet 
rofeſſed by thoſe, who are in more Friendſhip with the 
orld, than was allowed to the Diſciples of-Pythagorass 
Socrates, Plato, or Epictetus. | 


Nay, if thoſe ancient Sages were to ſtart up * 
us with their divine Wiſdom, they would bid fair to be 
treated by the Sons of the Goſpel, if not by ſome 
Fathers of the Church, as dreaming Enthuſiaſts. But 
it is a ſtanding Truth, that“ The World can only love 
40 its own, and Wiſdom can only be juſtified of her Children.“ 
The Heaven-born Epictetus told one of his Scholars, that 
« then he might firſt look upon himſelf, as having 
c made ſome true Proficiency in Virtue, when the 
« World took him for a Fool; an Oracle like that, 
| which ſaid, © The Wiſdom of this World is Fooliſhneſs 
with Gor.” (1 Cor. i. 21. Chap. iii. 19. iv. 10.) 


If it be aſked, what is the Apoſtaſy of thefe laſt 
Times, or whence is the Degeneracy of the preſent 
Chriſtian-Church, it is all the Progeny of a worldly 
Spirit. If here we ſee open Wickedneſs, there only 
Forms of Godlineſs; it here ſuperficial Holineſs, 
political Piety, crafty Prudence; there, haughty Sanctity, 
partial Zeal, envious Orthodoxy; if, almoſt every 
where, we find a Jewiſh Blindneſs, and Hardneſs: of 
Heart, and the Church trading with the-Goſpel, as 
viſibly as the old Jews bought and ſold Beaſts in their 
Temple ; all this is only ſo many Forms and proper 
Fruits of the worldly Spirit. This is the great Chain 
with which the Devil binds and enſlaves Mankind; and 

every Son of Man is held captive in it, till through, 
and by, THE SPIRIT of CHRISH, he breaks from it. 
Nothing elſe can deliver him from it; Nothing leaves 
the World, Nothing renounces it, Nothing can poſſibly 
evercome it, but TRE SPIRIT OF CHRIsT, who 


= reliſted it even to Blood, the Blood of his Croſs. 


Hence it is, that many learned Men, with all the rich 
Furniture of their Brain, live and die Slaves to the Sn 
; 0 
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of this World; and can only differ from groſs World- 
lings, as the Scribes and Phariſees differed from Pub- 
licans and Sinners: It is becauſe TRE SyirIT or 
Cur1sT is not the one only Thing that is the Deſire of 
their Hearts; and, therefore, their Learning only 
works in and with the Spirit of this World, and be- 
comes itſelf no ſmall Part of the * Vanity of Vanities.” 


« Nothing does or can keep God out of the Soul, 

* or hinder his holy Union with it, but its deſire turned 
from him;“ for with whatever the Will worketh, with 
that only the Soul liveth, whether it be Gov or the 
Creature: Whatever the Soul deſireth, that is the 
Fewel of its Fire; and as its Fewel is, ſo is the Flame 
of its Life. A Will given up to earthly Enjoyments, 
is at Graſs with Nebuchadnezzar, and has one Life 
with the Beaſts of the Field; for earthly Deſires keep 
up the fame Life in a Man and an Ox. For the one 
only Reaſon, why the Animals of this World have no 
Senſe or Knowledge of Gop, is becauſe they cannot 
form any other than earthly Deſires, and fo can only 
have an earthly Life: When, therefore, a Man wholly 
turneth his Will to earthly Deſires, he dies to the 
Excellency of his original and natural State, and may 
be ſaid only to live, and move, and have his Being in 
the Life of this World, as the Beaſts have, Earthly 
Food, &c. only deſired, and uſed, for the Support of 
the earthly Body, is ſuĩtable to Man's preſent Condition, 
and the Order of Nature; but when the Deſire and 
Delight of the Soul are ſet upon earthly Things, the 
Humanity is degraded, is fallen from Gop, and the 
Life of the Soul is made as earthly and beſtial, as the 
Life of the Body; “ for the Creature can be neither 
„ higher nor lower, neither better nor worſe, than as 
„its Will worketh. What it defireth, that it taketh 5 
« and of that it eateth and liveth : Wherever, and in 
* whatever, the Will choofeth to dwell and delight, thas 
« becometh the SouPs Food, its Condition, its Body, 
* its Clothing, and Habitation. Nothing doth, nor 
« can, go with a Man into Heaven, nothing followeth 
* him into Hell, but that in which the Will dwelt, with 
« which 
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. & which it was fed, nouriſhed, and clothed in this 


“Life. Death can make no Alteration of this State 
of the Will; it only takes off the outward, worldly 


«© Covering of Fleſh and Blood, and forces the Soul to 


« ſee, and feel, and know, what a Life, what a State, 


Food, Body, and Habitation, its own working Will 


*« has brought forth for it. Is there, therefore, any 
“Thing in Life that deferves a Thought, but how to 
« keep this Working of our Will in a right State; and 
« to get that PuriTY or HEART, which alone can 
« ſee, and know, and find, and poſſeſs Gop ? Is there 


_ « any Thing ſo frightful as this worldly Spirit, which 


« turns the Soul from Gop; makes it a Houſe of Dark- 
« neſs, and feeds it with the Food of Time, at the 
« Expence of all the Riches of Eternity?“ 


Now as the whole Nature of Goſpel-Redemption 
means nothing but the one, true, and only poſſible 
Way, of delivering Man from all the Evil of his Fall— 


a Fall demonſtrable to the Senſes and Underſtanding of 


every Man, by every Height and Depth of Nature, by 
every Kind of Evil, Sin, and Miſery in the World, by 
every Thing he knows of Gop, himſelf, and the World 
he lives in ;—Chriſtianity is not only the moſt deſirable 


Thing that the Heart of Man can think of; but the 
- moſt inteiligible, and even /e/f-evident. It requires not 


the Aid of Learning for its Support ; it ſtands upon a 


Foundation ſuperior to human Learning, and may be the 
' ſure Poſſeſſion of every plain Man, who has Senſe enough 


to know, whether he is happy or unhappy, good or 
evil. For this natural Knowledge, if adhered to, is 


every Man's ſure Guide to that one Salvation preached 
by the Goſpel; which Goſpel ſtands in no more Need 
of Learning and critical Art now, than it did when 
. CyrIsT was preaching it upon Earth. How abſurd 
would it have been for any Critics in Greek and 


Hebrew, to have followed CHR ISTr and his Apoſtles, 


as neceſſary Explainers of their Words, which called 


for nothing in the Hearers, but penitent Hearts turned 
to God; and declared, that“ they only who were of 


« Gop, could hear the Ward of Gop!” How ſtrange, 


that 


6 


that Chriſt ſhould chooſe only illiterate Men to preach 


the Goſpel of the Kingdom of God, if only great 
Scholars could rightly underſtand what they ſaid! If 
none but learned Men have the true Fitneſs to under- 
ſtand the Word of Scripture, and the plain Man is to 
receive it from them; how muſt he know, which are 


the Scholars that have the right Knowledge * Whence 


is he to have his Information? For no one need be 


told, that, ever ſince Learning, inſtead of the Divine 
Teaching, John vi. 45. has borne Rule in the Church, 
learned Doctors have contradicted and condemned each 
other, in every effential Point of the Chriſtian Doc- 
trine: Thouſands of learned Men tell the Illiterate, 
they are loſt in this or that Church; and Thouſands 


of learned Men tell them, they are loſt if they leave 


it. If, therefore, Chriſtianity is in the Hands of 


Scholars, how muſt the plain Man come at it? Mult 
he, though unable to underſtand Scripture for Want of 
Learning, tell which learned Man is in the Right, and 
evhich is not? If fo, the unlearned Man muſt have far 
the greateſt Ability, ſince he is to do that for Scholars, 
which they cannot do for themſelves !— 


But Chriftian Redemption is GOD's Mercy To ALL 


MAN KIND; and every fallen Man, as ſuch, has a 
Fitneſs or Capacity to lay Hold of it. It has no De- 


pendence upon Times and Places, or the Ages and 


ſeyeral Conditions of the World, or any outward Cir- 
cumſtance of Life ; as the firit Man partook of it, fo 
muſt the laſt: The learned Linguiſt, the Blind, the 
Deaf and Dumb, have but one and the ſame common 
Way of finding Life in it; and he that writes large 
Commentaries upon the Bible, muſt be ſaved by Some- 
thing full as different from Book-Knowledge, as he 
who can neither write nor read.“ | j 
FOr 


* There are t2vo Ways of embracing Chriſtianity ; the one is as a 


Sinner, and the other as a Schalar: The former is the Way taught by 


Chrift and his Apoſtles; the latter is the Invention of Men, fallen 
from the firſt Spirit and Truth of the Chriſtian Life under the Power 
of natural Reafon and verbal Learning. — And theſe 22 Ways are 


not to be conſidered as only the one better than the other, but ia ſuch 


a Difference as Right and Wrong, true and falſe, bear to one * 
| ar 


| 
| 
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For this Salvation of a Sinner by a cruciſed Favs, 
evho was delivered for Man's Offences, and raiſed again 
for his Tuſtification ; this Mercy of God to the fallen 


Soul, merely as fallen, muſt be Something that meets 


every Man; and to which every Man, as fallen, has 
Something that directs him to turn. For as the Fall 
of Man is the Reaſon of this Mercy, ſo the Fall muſt 
be the Guide to it; the Want muſt ſhew the Thing that 
is wanted. (Matt. ix. 12.) And, therefore, the Mani- 
feſtation of this one Salvation, or Mercy to Man, muſt 


have a Nature ſuitable, not to this or that great Reader 


of Hiſtory, or able Critic in Hebrew Roots and Greek 


Phraſes, but ſuitable to the common State and Con- 
dition of every Son of Adam: It muſt be Something 
as grounded in human Nature, as the Fall itſelf is; 
which wants no Art to make it known, but to which 
the common Nature of Man is the ſure and only 
Guide, in one Man' as well as another. Now this 
Semething, which is thus obvious to every Man, and 
which opens the Way to Chriſtian Redemption in every 
Soul, is “ A Senſe of the Vanity and Miſery of this 
| | « World; 


For there is no Poſſibility of entering, or taking one progreſſive Step 
in Chriſtianity, but as a Sinner; for it has no Errand but to the 


Sinner, has no Relief but for Sin; and nothing can receive it but 


the Heart wounded and wearied with the Burden of its own Sin. 
All the Goſpel is but a foreign Tale, a dead Letter to the moſt 


- togically learned Man in the World, who does not feel and find, in 


the Depth ot his Soul, that all the Reaſonableneſs and Exceilency of 
Goſpel-Truth, lies in that Fund of Sin, Impurity and corrupt 
Tempers, which are and muſt be inſeparable trom him, till in Chriſt 
Jeſus he is. born again fiom above, —Lvery other Confeſſion of the 
Reaſonableneſs, and Exc-llency of the Chriſtian Religion, but that 
which the Canvict ion of Sin and Miſery in the Soul, makes of it, is 
but like the Praiſe of a Stander-by, who commends Something in 
which he has no Concern.— As no Man ever came to Chriſt, but 
becauſe he was weary, and heavy-laden with the Burden of his own 
natural Diſorder, and wanted Reſt to his diſturbed Soul; ſo Nothing 
can help Man to find the Neceſſity of coming to Chriſt, but that 
which helps him to find and feel a Miſery of Sin and Corruption ; 
which in ſome, the Cares and Pleaſures of this Life, and in others, 
the Happineſs of finding themſelves Wits, and polite Scholars, never 
| Jogmonar bo Son of Adam, do he what he will, 
can poſſibly come out of the Poverty, Shame, and Miſery of his 
fallen State, till he finds and feels, and confeſſes from the Bottom 
of his Heart, all tbat which the penitent Prodigal (in St. Luke's 
Goſpel, Chap, XV, 1132. found, felt, and confeſſed, | 1 
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« World; and a Prayer of Faith and Hope to God, 
ce to be raiſed to a better State.“ : 


In this Senſe, to which every Man's own Nature 
leads him, lies the Whole of Man's Salvation ; here 
the Mercy of Gop, and the Miſery of Man, are met 
together ; here the Fall and the Redemption Kiſs each 
other. 'This is the Chriſtianity, which 1s as old as the 
Fall; which alone ſaved the firſt Man, and can alone 
fave the laſt. This is it, on which hang all the Law 
and the Prophets, and which fulfils them both ; for 
they have has this End, to turn Man from the Luſts 
of this Life, to a Deſire, and Faith, and Hope of a 
better. Thus does the Whole of Chriſtian Redemption, 
conſidered on the Part of Man, ſtand in the ſame 
Degree of Nearneſs and Plainneſs to all Mankind; it 
is as /imple and plain, as the Feeling our own Evil and 


Miſery; and as zatural, as the Deſire of being ſaved 
and delivered from it. 


This Defire, and Faith, and Hope, of a new LIFE 
BORN Or GOD), as our only pollible Redemption and 
Salvation, is THE SPIRIT OF PRAYER, that is as 
oppoſite to THe SPIRIT oF THIS WoRLD, as Heaven 
is to Hell: The one goes upwards with the ſame 
Strength as the other goes downwards; the one eſpouſes 
and unites us to CHRIST and Gop, with the ſame 
Certainty, as the other betroths and weds us to an 
earthly Nature. The Spirit of Prayer is a preſſing forth 
of the Soul out of this earthly Life; it is a Stretching, 
with all its Deſire, after THz LIFE oF GOD; it is a 
Leaving, as far as it can, all its wr Spirit, to receive 
a Spirit from aevbe, to. be one Life, one Love, one 
Spirit with CRRISTH in Ged. This Prayer, which is. 
an Emptying itſelf of all its own Luſts and natural 
Tempers, and an Opening itſelt for the Light and 
Love of God to enter into it, is the Prayer in “ e 
« Name of CHRIST,“ to which nothing is denied: For 
the Love which Gop bears to the Soul, his eternal 
never-ceaſing Deſire to enter into it, to dwell in it, and 
open the Birth of his holy WorD and SrIRIT in it, 
ſtays no longer, than till the Heart opens to ys 

um z 


renew him in the Spirit of his Mind, to change the 
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lim; for © nothing does, or can, keep Gop out of 


« the Soul, or hinder his holy Union with it, but the 


\ « Deſire of the Heart turned from Him.” 


What, therefore, is ſo neceſſary for Man, as, with 
all his Strength, to turn from every Thing, that is not 
God, and his holy Will; and with all the Deſire, De- 
light, and Longing of the Heart, to give up himſelf 
wholly to the Life, Light, and Spirit of Gop; pleaſed 
with nothing in this World, but as it gives Time, and 
Place, and Occaſions, of doing and being that, which 
his heavenly Father would have him to do, and be; 
ſeeking for no Happineſs from this earthly fallen Lite, 
but that of overcoming all its Spirit and Tempers. 


To conclude : In the full and true Knowledge of the 


- Greatneſs of our Fall, and the Greatneſs of our Re- 


demption, lie all the Reaſons of a deep Humility, Peni- 
tence, and Selt-Denial; and alſo all the Motives and 
Incitements to a moſt hearty, ſincere, and total Con- 
verſion to Gop: And every one is neceſſarily more or 
leſs a true Penitent, and more or leſs truly converted 
to God, according as he is more or leſs deeply or in- 
wardly /en/ible of theſe Truths. And till theſe two 
great Truths have both awakened and enlightened our 
Minds, all Reformation and Pretence to Amendment, 
is but a dead and ſuperficial Thing; a mere Garment 
of Hypocriſy, to hide us from ourſelyes and others. 


Nothing can truly awaken a Sinner, but a true Senſe 


of the deep Poſſeſſion and Power that Sin has in him. 


When he ſees, that Sin begins with his Being, that it 
riſes up in the Eſſences of his Nature, and lives in the 
firſt Forms of his Life; and that he lies thus chained 
and barred up in the very Jaws of Death and Hell, as 
unable to alter his own State as to create another 
Creature; when, with this Knowledge, he ſees that the 


free Grace of Gop has provided him a Remedy equal to 
his Diſtreſs ; that He has given him the holy Blood and 


Life of Jesus CARIST, the true Son of Gop, to 
enter as deep into his Soul as Sin hath entered; to 


firſt 
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firſt Forms and Eſſences of his Life, and bring forth 
in them a new Birth of a Divine Nature, that is to be 
an immortal Image of THE HOTLY TRIN IT, ever- 
laſtingly ſafe, enriched and bleſſed, in the Boſom of 
Far HER, Son and Holy GnrosT: When a Man once 
truly knows and feels theſe two Truths, there ſeems to 
be no more that you need do for him. You can tell 
him of no Humility and Penitence, or Self- Abaſement, 
but what is leſs than his own Heart ſuggeſts to him ; 
Humility can only be feigned or falſe, before this 
Conviction: He can now no more take any Degree of 
Good to himſelf, than aſſume a Share in the Creation 
of Angels; and all Pride or Self-Eſteem of any Kind, 
ſeems to him to contain as great a Lye in it, as if he 
was to ſay, that he helped to create himſelf. 


You need not tell him, that he muſt turn unto Gon 
with „ all his Strength, all his Heart, all his Soul, and 
& all his Sfirit;”? for all that he can offer unto Gop, 
ſeems to him already leſs than the leaſt of his Mercies 
towards him. He has ſo ſeen the exceeding Love of 
Gop in the Manner and Degree of his RepemeTionN 
by a crucified Jeſus, that it would be the greateſt Pain 
to hin; to do any Thing but upon a Motive of Divine 
Love: As his Soul has found God to be all Love; fo 
1 but one Deſire, and that is, to be itſelf all Love 
of Gov. 


This is the Conviction and Converſion that neceſſarily 
ariſes from a right Underſtanding of theſe Truths: The 
Soul is thereby wholly conſecrated to Gop; and can 
like, or love, or do Nothing, but what it can, ſome 
Way or other, turn into a Service of Love towards 
its Redeemer : But where theſe Truths are not known, 
or not acknowledged, there it is not to be wondered at, 
if Religion has no Root, that is able to bring forth its 
proper Fruits, the Fruits of the Spirit. And if the 
Generality of Chriſtians. are a Number of dead, ſuper- 
ficial Conſenters to the Hiſtory of Scripture-Do&rines ; 
as unwilling to have the Spirit, as to part with the 
» Form of their Religion; loth to hear of any Kind of 
Self-Denial, fond of worldly Eaſe, Indulgence, and 
5 | Riches 5 
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Riches; unwilling to be called to the Perfection of the 
Goſpel, profeſſing and practiſing Religion merely as the 
Faſhion and Cuſtom of the Place they are in requires 
if ſome reſt in outward Forms, others in a certain 
Orthodoxy of Opinions; if ſome expect to be ſaved by 
the Goodneſs of the Sect they are of, others by a certain 
Change of their outward Behaviour; if ſome content 
themſelves with a lukewarm Spirit, and others depend 
upon their own Works; theſe are Deluſions that muſt 
happen to all, who do not know, in ſome good Degree, 
the true Nature of their own fallen Soul, and what 
Kind of Regeneration can alone ſave them.“ 


But all theſe Errors, Deluſions, and falſe Reſts, are 
rut up by the Root, as ſoon as a Man knows the true 
Reaſon and Neceſſity of his wanting ſo GREAT A 
Saviour. For he that knows the Eſſences of his 
Soul to be ſo many Fſſences of Sin, which form Sin as 
they form his Life, entirely incapable of producing any 
Good, till a Birth from Gop has ariſen in them; can 
neither place his Redemption where it is et, nor ſeek 
it coolly and negligently where it 7s: 5 


For, knowing that it is the Hell within his own 
Nature, that only wants to be deſtroyed, he is intent 
only upon bringing Deſtruction on that; and this 
ſecures him from falſe Religion.— | 


And knowing that this ir Hell cannot be 
deſtroyed, unleſs Gop becomes his RE DEEMER, or 
REGENERATOR, in the Eſſences of his Soul; this 
makes him believe all, expect all, and hope all, from 
his crucified Saviour I ESS CHRISTH alone. 


And knowing, that all this Redemption, or Salvation; 
is to be ought about in the inmoſt Ground and 
Depth of his Heart ; this makes him always apply to 
God, as the Gop of his Heart: And, therefore, what 
he offers to Gop, is his own Heart; and this keeps him 

; always 

* Hence it is, that Papiſts and Proteſtants are hating, fighting, 
and killing one another for the Sake of their different, excellent 
Opinions; nd VT as to the Lufts of the Fleſh, the Luft of the Eye, 


and the Pride of Life, they are in higheſt Union and Commu- 
nion with one another, | 


\ : 


\ 
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always ſpiritually alive, wholly employed and intent 
upon the true Work of Religion, the fitting and pre- 
paring his Heart for all the Operations of Gop's Hor x 
SPIRIT upon it. And ſo he is a true inward Chriſtian, 
who, as our blefſed Lox p ſpeaks, has © The Kingdom of 
« Gon, Righteouſneſs, Peace, and Foy in the Holy Ghoſt, 
c avithin him; and where the State and Habit of his 


Heart continually, and thankfully, « Woxs HIS THE 
* FATHER IN SPIRIT AND IN TRUT RH.“ 


Juſt publiſhed, in a ſecond Edition, and to be had of the 
Printers hereof, at the ſame Price with this, 
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